
Dear Parents, 

I am excited to welcome your child into the fifth grade for the Fall!  Please 
note that all fifth graders are required to participate in the Summer Enrichment 
Program.  The purpose of the program is threefold: 

 To reinforce necessary skills with which your child may have had difficulty in
the previous school year

 To provide a sense of accomplishment through the mastery of certain
activities, skills, and/or content areas

 To keep your child actively engaged in learning, ensuring greater progress and
success in the next school year.

In the area of fiction, this year’s summer reading selection is a choice of
either Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling or Half Magic by 
Edward Eager.  We will begin the 2019-2020 school year with these selections so it 
is necessary for you to purchase the chosen book rather than borrow it from the 
library.  After reading the book, each student is required to complete the attached 
book report pertaining to the chosen book (in pencil), which should then be brought 
to school on the opening day in September.  Included should be a cover that your 
child has created to go along with the book report.  Again, please note that only 
one of the two above titles should be chosen.   

In the area of nonfiction, please have your child choose a biography on a 
person of interest.  The biography series “Who Was...” is a great resource from 
Scholastic.  We will be spending time over the next school year discussing character 
traits and the accomplishments of many innovative people throughout our 5th grade 
curriculum.   

In the area of mathematics, your child will need to practice his/her 
multiplication tables from 1-12.   Flashcards and online games are helpful in this 
regard as well as www.ixl.com/signin/olphs. 

In addition to the requirements for the Summer Enrichment Program, a 
stationery list has been attached to this packet.  I certainly hope that you and your 
family have a wonderful and enjoyable summer.  I look forward to working with you 
and your child next year! 

God Bless, 
Your child's teacher



Name:______________________  

Half Magic Book Report 

Name of Author: ___________________  # of pages:__________ 

Main Characters:____________________________________________ 

Setting (time and place of the story):____________________________  

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  It can be typed. 

1. Who is the first person to use the coin?  What happens?
2. What sort of magic does the coin have and how do the children figure this out?
3. Which child’s adventure do you think is the best?  Why?
4. In this story, can having a magic coin be “dangerous”?  Why?
5. What would you wish for if you had a “half-magic’ coin? Can you think of

anything bad that might happen if your wish were to come true?
6. Which character do you like the best?  Why?
7. Do any of the children remind you of yourself?  A brother or sister?  Why?
8. Do you remember what happens to the mother as result of the magic coin?

How do you think that your parents would react if you acquired magical powers,
but didn’t tell them?  Do you think that they would believe you?

9. The magic coin appears to have several rules, in addition to granting all wishes
by halves.  What do you think about magic having rules?  Do you think that
magic should have rules, or not?

10. At the end of the book, what do the children decide to do with the coin?  Do
you approve?  What would you do? Do you think that the magic coin has
changed the children’s lives?  Why?

11. Do you think that the children found the coin for a reason?  Why?
12. Would you recommend this book to anyone?  Why?



 
 
 
Name:______________________   

 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone Book Report 

 
Name of Author: ___________________  # of pages:__________ 
 
Main Characters:____________________________________________ 
 
Setting (time and place of the story):____________________________  
 
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  It can be typed. 
 

1.  What was Harry’s home life like before finding out about his secret past? 
2. Why do you think the magic community allowed him to live with Muggles for so 

long?  Why didn’t they take him to live with him instead? 
3. What are your impressions of Dudley and the Dursley’s?  Why do you think the 

author portrays them in this way? 
4. On the train to Hogwarts, Draco offers to be friends with Harry.  Harry 

refuses.  What do you think would have been different if Harry had accepted 
Draco’s friendship? 

5. What are your first impressions (what do you think) about Hogwarts School?  
What about it makes it seem special and different? 

6. Which house would you like to be in? 
7. How did Harry get the Sorcerer’s Stone out of the Mirror of Erised?  Do you 

think Dumbledore expected Harry to rescue the Sorcerer’s Stone? 
8. If you could have one magic companion, what would it be and why?  Rat, cat, 

owl, dragon, unicorn… 
9. What event brings Harry and Ron together with Hermione that makes them 

such good friends? 
10. Dumbledore says “There are all kinds of courage.  It takes a great deal of 

bravery to stand up to our enemies, but just as much to stand up to our 
friends.” What examples are there of this in the book? 

11. The Harry Potter series is the most popular children’s book series ever 
written.  Why do you think it is so popular?  Why do you think adults and kids 
both like it? 

12. What do you predict might happen in future books? 
 
 
 
 



Stationery List for Fifth Grade  

Please bring the following items on the first day of school: 

3 – PLAIN marble copybooks (non-spiral).  Each copybook must contain a 
minimum of 100 pages. 
1 – package of 3-hole punched loose-leaf 
1 – three ring binder (2 inches) 
8 – binder dividers with pockets 
2 – blue or black ball point pens 
5 – pencils with eraser 
1 – Sharpie markers 
2 – red marking pens 
1 – package of colored pencils 
1 – package of post-it flags (for bookmarks) (suggested) 
1 – highlighter 
2 – correction tapes (no liquid white out or white-out pens) 
2 – packages of 100 lined 3x5 index cards 
1 – 3x5 index card holder (box)  
1 – large glue stick 
1 – pair of scissors 
1 – 12 inch ruler 
1 – protractor (preferably clear) 

If opting for book socks to cover textbooks, please be sure to have two extra-large 
socks for two of the four textbooks we will be using.  Please note that it will be 
necessary to replace any pencil/art pouch that is in poor condition (such as a pouch 
with graffiti or one in which the zipper is broken).   

In addition, you child will need the following items for art and music: 

1 – box of crayons 
1 – box of markers 
1 – large glue stick 
1 – pair of scissors 
2 – pencils 
1 – 1 inch binder with plain paper 

It is my hope that by making you aware of these items now, you will be able to take 
advantage of the summer sales. 




